Dear Parish Clerk,

On behalf of 25th St Helens (1st Billinge) Scout Group, I would like to ask if the church council would consider supporting a new low-cost camping initiative for our Scouts with a contribution of £500.

We are developing a “back-to-basics” style camping programme that allows young people to experience the outdoors using simple lightweight equipment such as hammocks, bivvy bags, tarps and small camping stoves. This equipment allows us to run short overnight camps that are much easier to transport and set up, meaning they can be run without trailers or large amounts of equipment.

The aim is to make camping more accessible for families who may struggle with the cost of traditional camps, which can often be £50 or more. By using simpler equipment, we hope to offer camps closer to £10–£15 per young person, ensuring that every Scout has the opportunity to experience outdoor adventure regardless of financial background.

At the same time, this style of camping offers something different and exciting for all of our Scouts, including those who already attend larger camps, helping us build confidence, independence, teamwork and practical outdoor skills.
The equipment will initially benefit the 18 Scouts currently in our section, as well as future young people joining the group, and we hope it will become a programme that continues long into the future.

Many of our Scouts come from families within the local community, and keeping activities affordable helps ensure that Scouting remains open and accessible to everyone.

We have already secured £300 of funding from the local police community fund, and a contribution of £500 from the church council would help us purchase the key equipment needed to begin running these camps.

Support from the church council would play an important role in helping us make this project possible and ensuring that local young people can continue to access affordable outdoor experiences.

We are very grateful for the continued support the church provides to the Scout group and the opportunities it helps create for young people locally.

Kind regards,
Rebecca
Scout Leader
25th St Helens (1st Billinge) Scout Group
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